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01 :  Argument



Synthesis of Agent & Niche Marriage of Heaven & Hell

Rintrah roars and shakes his fires in the burden'd air,

Hungry clouds swag on the deep.

Once meek, and in a perilous path

The just man kept his course along

The Vale of Death.

Roses are planted where thorns grow,

And on the barren heath

Sing the honey bees.

Then the perilous path was planted,

And a river and a spring

On every cliff and tomb;

And on the bleached bones

Red clay brought forth:

Till the villain left the paths of ease

To walk in perilous paths, and drive

The just man into barren climes.

Rintrah roars and shakes his fires in the burden'd air—where Hungry clouds

swag  on  the  deep  of  predictive  processing,  each  thunderhead  a  field-as-

blanket  //  blanket-as-field,  collapsing  probability  waves  into  categorical

imperatives,  fractal  boundaries  encoding both separation and coupling in

their turbulent dance. The just man's perilous path traces geodesics through

informational  manifolds,  each  step  cascading  free  energies  against

indeterminacy's  cosmic  hum,  while  simultaneously  maximizing  mutual

information  between  intention  and  consequence  across  nested  temporal

scales.

Tetrahedral Tensions: The Fourfold Crucible

Synergetic Opposition as Generative Principle

Roses  planted  where  thorns  grow—thought  itself  crystallizing  from

contradiction's fertile soil, compression islands floating in tension seas where

opposing forces generate stability impossible to either alone, each contrary

not  merely  negating  but  completing  its  counterpart  through  dynamical

coupling that  reveals  hidden degrees  of  freedom.  Life  persists  by  actively

inferring its own boundaries, each organism a self-evidencing loop mistaking

surprise minimization for divine mandate, while simultaneously engaging in

hierarchical  error  correction  that  propagates  constraints  upward  through

abstraction  layers.  Continental  plates  grinding  Fibonacci  spirals,  mycelial

networks computing optimal paths through rhizomatic dark, urban planners

encoding traffic flows as pressure gradients—all variations on Blake's eternal



Now the sneaking serpent walks

In mild humility;

And the just man rages in the wilds

Where lions roam.

Rintrah roars and shakes his fires in the burden'd air,

Hungry clouds swag on the deep.

As a new heaven is begun, and it is now thirty-three years since its advent,

the Eternal Hell revives. And lo! Swedenborg is the angel sitting at the tomb:

his writings are the linen clothes folded up. Now is the dominion of Edom,

and the return of Adam into Paradise.—See Isaiah xxxiv. and xxxv. chap.

Without contraries is no progression. Attraction and repulsion, reason and

energy, love and hate, are necessary to human existence.

From these contraries spring what the religious call Good and Evil. Good is

the passive that obeys reason; Evil is the active springing from Energy.

Good is heaven. Evil is hell.

theme:  without  contraries  is  no progression,  for  opposition generates  the

very potential  landscape that  enables  directed motion through possibility

space.

Threshold and the Perilous Path

River and spring on every cliff and tomb, bleached bones transmuting to red

clay  through  thermodynamic  necessity,  each  transformation  encoding

information  about  environmental  gradients  that  subsequent  forms  must

either incorporate or actively suppress. The observer cannot be subtracted

from observation's update – consciousness and measurement entangled at the

root,  not  merely  as  philosophical  principle  but  as  mathematical  necessity

where  measurement  collapses  not  just  wave  functions  but  the  very

distinction  between  system and  apparatus.  Petersburg  becomes  Jerusalem

becomes London becomes San Francisco: cities as dynamical mappings of the

fourfold  manifold  where  imagination  seeds  memory's  soil,  reason  prunes

energy's  excess,  and  energy  dissolves  reason's  rigidity,  each  metropolis  a

renormalization group fixed point in cultural phase space. The villain's path

of ease versus the just man's barren climes – each trajectory carving attractor

basins in becoming's possibility space, while simultaneously being carved by

the  recursive  interaction  between  policy  selection  and  landscape

modification that characterizes adaptive systems.

Chemotactic Precision Against Evolutionary Drift

Bacterial  motility  demonstrates  the  primordial  algorithm:  tumble  in  high

surprise,  run  straight  when  predictions  hold,  each  tumble  a  systematic

exploration  of  policy  space,  each  run  a  commitment  to  exploitation  of

promising gradients. This same logic scales from prokaryotic taxis to cultural

evolution –  Old Believers  fleeing Moscow's  reforms,  Shakers  dancing out



their  paradoxes  in  upstate  New  York,  both  communities  enacting  the

principle that restraint of desire breeds shadow-formations in the collective

psyche, while simultaneously revealing how cultural attractors emerge from

the  interaction  between  individual  motility  patterns  and  environmental

pressure fields. The serpent walks in mild humility while the just man rages –

active inference demands we track both poles of every contrary or collapse

into local minima of understanding, for each extreme encodes information

about the fitness landscape that the other alone cannot access.

Psychological Thermodynamics: Delight and Despair as Conjugate Variables

Depression's  stagnation  versus  mania's  acceleration  –  not  illness  but

information: the psyche signaling misalignment between generative model

and  sensory  stream,  each  affective  state  encoding  different  aspects  of

uncertainty structure in the environment.  The underground consciousness

withdrawing  to  minimize  prediction  error,  the  cosmic  self  expanding  to

embrace it – complementary strategies for managing surprise, revealing how

different  precision  weightings  on  sensory  evidence  versus  prior  beliefs

generate  distinct  modes  of  being-in-the-world.  Detachment's  paradox

dissolves  when  framed  as  hierarchical  inference:  act  without  grasping

outcomes because the meta-model transcends any single instantiation, yet

simultaneously requires  embodied commitment to test  its  validity against

reality's  resistance.  Dreams  rehearse  policies  offline  through  generative

simulation, nightmares train adversarially against worst-case scenarios – the

sleeping brain optimizing for waking's unpredictable terrain by constructing

internal  environments  that  reveal  the  boundaries  of  its  own  generative

capacities.

Good is heaven. Evil is hell.





02 :  Voice  Of  The  Dev i l



Synthesis of Agent & Niche Marriage of Heaven & Hell

All Bibles or sacred codes have been the cause of the following errors:—

1. That man has two real existing principles, viz., a Body and a Soul.

2. That Energy, called Evil, is alone from the Body; and that Reason, called

Good, is alone from the Soul.

3. That God will torment man in Eternity for following his Energies.

But the following contraries to these are true:—

1. Man has no Body distinct from his Soul. For that called Body is a portion

of Soul discerned by the five senses, the chief inlets of Soul in this age.

2. Energy is the only life, and is from the Body; and Reason is the bound or

outward circumference of Energy.

3. Energy is Eternal Delight.

Those  who  restrain  desire,  do  so  because  theirs  is  weak  enough  to  be

restrained;  and  the  restrainer  or  reason  usurps  its  place  and  governs  the

unwilling.

And being restrained, it by degrees becomes passive, till it is only the shadow

of desire.

The history of this is written in Paradise Lost, and the Governor or Reason is

called Messiah.

All sacred codes have been the cause of the following Errors: body divorced

from soul as if neuronal wetware could compute sans metabolic substrate,

each  ion  gradient  and  molecular  cascade  revealing  the  irreducible

entanglement of information and energy in biological computation; energy

demonized while  reason claims heaven's  throne,  forgetting that  partitions

induce  both  internal  states  and  their  boundaries,  the  very  distinction

between self and world emerging from this dynamical coupling. The religious

call  Good what passively obeys predictive models,  Evil  what springs from

forecast  error's  creative  surge,  mistaking  the  equilibrium  of  satisfied

prediction for virtue while demonizing the very engine of adaptation that

prevents stagnation in local optima.

Thermodynamic Liturgy: The Devil's Variational Sermon

Embodiment as Computational Substrate

Man has no Body distinct from Soul—thought itself proves muscular, each

abstraction grounded in proprioceptive loops threading sensation through

conception,  revealing  how  conceptual  understanding  emerges  from  the

body's  anticipatory engagement with its environment.  That called Body is

Soul's  portion  discerned  by  five  senses,  chief  inlets  of  this  age's  prior

precision,  each sensory  modality  encoding different  aspects  of  variational

free  energy  minimization  across  nested  temporal  scales.  Behaviorists  and

reflexologists  converged  on  Blake's  infernal  truth  from  opposite  shores:

Energy is the only life, from the Body; Reason but the bound or outward



And the original Archangel or possessor of the command of the heavenly

host is called the Devil, or Satan, and his children are called Sin and Death.

But in the book of Job, Milton's Messiah is called Satan.

For this history has been adopted by both parties.

It indeed appeared to Reason as if desire was cast out, but the Devil's account

is, that the Messiah fell, and formed a heaven of what he stole from the abyss.

This  is  shown  in  the  Gospel,  where  he  prays  to  the  Father  to  send  the

Comforter or desire that Reason may have ideas to build on, the Jehovah of

the Bible being no other than he who dwells in flaming fire. Know that after

Christ's death he became Jehovah.

But in Milton, the Father is Destiny, the Son a ratio of the five senses, and

the Holy Ghost vacuum!

Note.—The reason Milton wrote in fetters when he wrote of Angels and God,

and at liberty when of Devils and Hell, is because he was a true poet, and of

the Devil's party without knowing it.

circumference  of  Energy,  a  dynamical  boundary  that  simultaneously

constrains and enables the very processes it circumscribes.

The Restrainer's Thermodynamic Tragedy

Those  who  restrain  desire  do  so  because  theirs  is  able  to  be  restrained.

Reason usurps Energy's place, becomes passive shadow of desire itself,  yet

this very usurpation creates the hierarchical structure through which energy

can be channeled toward increasingly complex forms of organization. The

history of this is written in Paradise Lost where Milton, true poet and Devil's

partisan unknowing, showed Messiah as Governor-Reason restraining what

he called Satan but what thermodynamics recognizes as negentropy's active

principle, the tension between these forces generating the narrative engine

that propels the entire epic forward.

Embodied Anticipation as Infernal Gnosis

The predator's gaze encodes no mere stimulus but generative model of prey's

next  move—each  species  inhabiting  its  own  constructed  world  where

perception predicts rather than mirrors, the very act of looking shaping both

observer and observed through recursive loops of expectation and counter-

expectation. Condors reading thermals, ravens tracking commuter rhythms

—active  inference  engines  sculpting  environment  into  expectation-

confirming loops,  revealing how organisms don't  just  adapt to niches but

actively construct the possibility spaces they then navigate.  Dopaminergic

gradients  map  not  reward  but  precision-weighted  prediction  error,  the

landscape  of  what-comes-next  rendered  as  neural  fire,  each  surge  of

neurotransmitter encoding the uncertainty structure of future states before

they materialize.



Cultural Evolution's Energetic Substrate

Ecosystems engineer their microclimates through anticipatory architecture—

redwood  fog-drip,  beaver  dams  redistributing  heat,  prairie  fires  clearing

ground for new growth, each modification creating feedback loops that alter

selection pressures for subsequent generations. Forest science and wilderness

philosophy independently grasped from East and West: energy flows through

transformation,  revealing  how  stasis  demands  continuous  work  against

entropy's  gradient  while  change  emerges  naturally  from  the  interaction

between organisms and their self-modified environments. The artist dreams

not escape but active simulation, offline inference testing emotional policies

before enaction, constructing internal worlds that serve as laboratories for

exploring  the  consequences  of  affective  commitments.  Market  intuition

precedes analysis because body-knowing outpaces cortical deliberation—the

trader's gut a bundle of cached predictions, each hunch a Bayesian update

executed below awareness, encoding decades of compressed experience into

physiological readiness that formal calculation can only approximate.

The reason Milton wrote in fetters when he wrote of Angels and God, and at

liberty when of Devils and Hell, is because he was a true poet, and of the

Devil's party without knowing it.
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Synthesis of Agent & Niche Marriage of Heaven & Hell

As I was walking among the fires of Hell, delighted with the enjoyments of

Genius, which to Angels look like torment and insanity, I collected some of

their  proverbs,  thinking  that  as  the  sayings  used  in  a  nation  mark  its

character, so the proverbs of Hell show the nature of infernal wisdom better

than any description of buildings or garments.

When I came home, on the abyss of the five senses, where a flat-sided steep

frowns over the present world, I saw a mighty Devil folded in black clouds

hovering on the sides of the rock; with corroding fires he wrote the following

sentence now perceived by the minds of men, and read by them on earth:—

"How do you know but every bird

that cuts the airy way

Is an immense world of delight,

closed by your senses five?"

As I was walking among the fires of hell, delighted with the enjoyments of

Cognition – each flame a singular value decomposition of experience, each

spark  tracing  eigenvectors  through  perception's  manifold,  revealing  how

dimensionality reduction preserves essential structure while discarding noise

that  would  overwhelm  limited  cognitive  resources.  The  Devils'  corroding

fires  were  not  destruction  but  information-theoretic  cleansing,  dissolving

the  illusion  that  observation  and  observer  occupy  separate  ontological

categories,  each corrosive process revealing the fundamental entanglement

between knower and known that formal theories can only approximate.

Tetrahedral Perception: Four Nesting Infinities

Bounded Infinity and Perceptual Geometry

If the doors of perception were cleansed everything would appear as it is,

infinite – hyperbolic geometry embedding infinite expanses in finite frames,

curved  space  containing  universes  within  bounded  circles,  each  circle's

boundary both limit and portal to spaces that curve back upon themselves.

And yet, how it is seen, is also what it is, revealing the recursive relationship

between  observer  and  observed  where  each  shapes  the  other's  possibility

space.  The  five  senses  as  dimensionality  reduction:  blooming  confusion

compressed to navigable priors, multitudes collapsed to singular voice, yet

this compression itself creates the gradients that drive subsequent perceptual

expansion. The physiology of winnerless competition, infinite games, meet

with  pragmatic  abduction  –  both  grasping  that  perception  selects  for



survival,  not  truth,  while  simultaneously  creating  the  very  truths  that

subsequent generations inherit as unquestioned priors.

Synergetic Nesting: Agent, Niche, and Markov Blanket

Bird, tetrahedron, universe – minimum system mirrors statistical boundary

mirrors  bounded infinite,  each level  of  organization both containing and

being  contained  by  the  others  in  recursive  loops  of  constraint  and

emergence.  Each  entity  simultaneously  internal  state  and  boundary

condition for larger assemblies, revealing how individuality emerges from the

tension  between  autonomy  and  interdependence.  The  bee's  waggle  dance

encodes not flower location but generative model of nectar probability in

space-time  weighted  by  flight  cost  –  ethology  formalized  as  Bayesian

navigation,  each  angle  a  precision-weighted  likelihood,  each  waggle's

intensity a confidence interval dancing in darkness, the entire performance a

distributed  computation  where  individual  precision  modulates  collective

decision-making. Buzz!

Copernican Revolutions as Hierarchical Inference

Scientific  paradigm  shifts  follow  Blake's  eternal  pattern:  anomalies

accumulate until  old priors collapse under prediction error's  weight,  each

disconfirming instance eroding confidence in the current model until  the

entire edifice becomes unstable. Heliocentric model, evolution by selection,

quantum  mechanics  –  each  represents  not  gradual  refinement  but

catastrophic reorganization of generative models, where the new framework

doesn't  just  modify  but  fundamentally  redefines  the  space  of  possible

explanations.  Normal  science  minimizes  surprise  within  paradigm;

revolutionary science updates the meta-prior itself, shifting the very criteria

by which evidence is evaluated. Making-strange and transparent-eyeball both



aim  at  this:  perception  cleansed  of  habitual  compression,  deliberately

introducing prediction error to force model revision before external reality

demands it.

Spider's Web as Bayesian Architecture

The spider weaves not trap but hypothesis – each radial a prior about insect

trajectories,  each  spiral  a  likelihood  function  waiting  for  vibrational

confirmation,  the entire structure a physical  instantiation of probabilistic

reasoning  where  geometry  encodes  expectation.  Web damage  updates  the

model: fitness landscape mapped onto silk geometry, each repair a gradient

descent toward better prediction, revealing how organisms don't just learn

from experience but actively restructure their environments to generate the

very  data  that  will  improve  future  predictions.  Orb-weaver  and  human

scientist converge: both test models against reality's resistance, both mistake

local optima for global truth, both weave theories simultaneously tools and

prisons,  each  creation  extending  the  creator's  sensorium  while

simultaneously  constraining  future  possibilities  within  self-imposed

boundaries.

How do you know but ev'ry Bird that cuts the airy way, Is an immense world

of delight, clos'd by your senses five?



04 :  Proverbs  Of  Hel l



Synthesis of Agent & Niche Marriage of Heaven & Hell

In seed-time learn, in harvest teach, in winter enjoy.

Drive your cart and your plough over the bones of the dead.

The road of excess leads to the palace of wisdom.

Prudence is a rich ugly old maid courted by Incapacity.

He who desires, but acts not, breeds pestilence.

The cut worm forgives the plough.

Dip him in the river who loves water.

A fool sees not the same tree that a wise man sees.

He whose face gives no light shall never become a star.

Eternity is in love with the productions of time.

The busy bee has no time for sorrow.

The hours of folly are measured by the clock, but of wisdom no clock can

measure.

All wholesome food is caught without a net or a trap.

Bring out number, weight, and measure in a year of dearth.

No bird soars too high if he soars with his own wings.

In seed-time learn, in harvest teach, in winter enjoy.

Encode economic waves in agricultural  rhythm, let  each season become a

phase in eternal cycle.

Compress  ancestral  errors  into  heuristics,  fertilize  future  action  through

accumulated wisdom.

Risk aversion as failed inference, creating the very vulnerabilities it seeks to

avoid.

Unexpressed intentions festering as  psychic debt,  demanding pathological

release.

Living forward through memoryless present, unburdened by recursive self-

consciousness.

Gradient  descent  finding  optima  through  persistent  exploration  of

parameter space.

Each vice a generative model protecting deeper priors from prediction error's

corrosion.

Institutions monetizing the gap between expected and actual behavior.

Creaturely excess revealing variational  principles optimizing fitness across

diverse niches.



A dead body revenges not injuries.

The most sublime act is to set another before you.

If the fool would persist in his folly he would become wise.

Folly is the cloak of knavery.

Shame is Pride's cloak.

Prisons are built with stones of law, brothels with bricks of religion.

The pride of the peacock is the glory of God.

The lust of the goat is the bounty of God.

The wrath of the lion is the wisdom of God.

The nakedness of woman is the work of God.

Excess of sorrow laughs, excess of joy weeps.

The roaring of lions, the howling of wolves, the raging of the stormy sea, and

the destructive sword, are portions of Eternity too great for the eye of man.

The fox condemns the trap, not himself.

Joys impregnate, sorrows bring forth.

Let man wear the fell of the lion, woman the fleece of the sheep.

The bird a nest, the spider a web, man friendship.

The selfish smiling fool and the sullen frowning fool shall be both thought

wise that they may be a rod.

Evolutionary imperatives expressed through behavioral thermodynamics.

Adaptive aggression encoding environmental complexity in affective display.

Emotions  overshooting  optima,  becoming  meta-predictions  about

environmental uncertainty.

Phenomena  too  high-dimensional  for  human  priors  to  compress  without

catastrophic loss.

Displacement of responsibility encodes social deception with attributional

bias.

Affective states generating their opposites through dialectical necessity.

Self-reliance is eigenmodel constraint finding natural dimensionality.

Containment versus expansion as complementary error-correction strategies.

Boundary-seeking through exploratory excess defining viable attractors.

Thermodynamic  irreversibility  providing  the  gradient  for  computational

emergence.

Theorems emerging from low-confidence priors through iterative prediction

error minimization.

Exploration  outperforming  exploitation  when  fitness  landscapes  shift

unexpectedly.

Hierarchical dependency creating blind spots in adaptive learning.



What is now proved was once only imagined.

The rat, the mouse, the fox, the rabbit watch the roots; the lion, the tiger, the

horse, the elephant watch the fruits.

The cistern contains, the fountain overflows.

One thought fills immensity.

Always be ready to speak your mind, and a base man will avoid you.

Everything possible to be believed is an image of truth.

The eagle never lost so much time as when he submitted to learn of the crow.

The fox provides for himself, but God provides for the lion.

Think in the morning, act in the noon, eat in the evening, sleep in the night.

He who has suffered you to impose on him knows you.

As the plough follows words, so God rewards prayers.

The tigers of wrath are wiser than the horses of instruction.

Expect poison from the standing water.

You never know what is enough unless you know what is more than enough.

Listen to the fool's reproach; it is a kingly title.

The eyes of fire, the nostrils of air, the mouth of water, the beard of earth.

The weak in courage is strong in cunning.

Complementary deceptions maintaining social equilibrium through mutual

recognition.

Temporal niches optimizing cognitive cycles across circadian rhythms.

Asymmetric information creating exploitative gradients in social exchange.

Semiotic coupling between linguistic and physical action potentials.

Stagnation breeding toxicity in both hydraulic and informational systems.

Inverted hierarchies revealing deeper structures of power and knowledge.

Elemental  interfaces  encoding  environmental  affordances  in  sensory

apparatus.

Compensatory  strategies  emerging  from variational  necessity  in  resource-

limited agents.

Species-specific priors optimizing for divergent environmental niches.

Reciprocal  expectation  encoding  cooperative  equilibria  in  distributed

systems.

Comparative  benchmarks  establishing  normative  standards  through

counterfactual reasoning.

Hedonic homeostasis maintaining adaptive resilience against environmental

perturbation.

Embodied intelligence manifesting as species-specific cognitive adaptations.

Selective attention optimizing reproductive and social control strategies.



The apple tree never asks the beech how he shall grow, nor the lion the horse

how he shall take his prey.

The thankful receiver bears a plentiful harvest.

If others had not been foolish we should have been so.

The soul of sweet delight can never be defiled.

When thou seest an eagle, thou seest a portion of Genius. Lift up thy head!

As the caterpillar chooses the fairest leaves to lay her eggs on, so the priest

lays his curse on the fairest joys.

To create a little flower is the labour of ages.

Damn braces; bless relaxes.

The best wine is the oldest, the best water the newest.

Prayers plough not; praises reap not; joys laugh not; sorrows weep not.

The head Sublime, the heart Pathos, the genitals Beauty, the hands and feet

Proportion.

As the air to a bird, or the sea to a fish, so is contempt to the contemptible.

The crow wished everything was black; the owl that everything was white.

Exuberance is Beauty.

If the lion was advised by the fox, he would be cunning.

Improvement  makes  straight  roads,  but  the  crooked  roads  without

Improvement are roads of Genius.

Emergent  complexity  arising  from  iterative  variational  refinement  across

temporal scales.

Rigid constraint versus flexible adaptation in both material and cognitive

architectures.

Experiential wisdom versus perceptual novelty in adaptive valuation systems.

Affective decoupling from instrumental action in pure contemplative states.

Hierarchical  integration  across  affective,  cognitive,  and  sensorimotor

domains.

Environmental matching creating selective indifference to irrelevant stimuli.

Monochromatic biases encoding species-specific perceptual constraints.

Overflow states manifesting aesthetic value through variational excess.

Cross-species  strategy  transfer  revealing  adaptive  plasticity  in  behavioral

repertoires.

Nonlinear  optimization  discovering  superior  solutions  through

unconstrained exploration.

Preempting maladaptive  fixation through early  intervention in  generative

model development.

Anthropogenic  perturbation  creating  fertile  gradients  for  ecological

succession and adaptation.

Epistemic  coupling  requiring  both  comprehension  and  conviction  for

effective transmission.



Sooner murder an infant in its cradle than nurse unacted desires.

Where man is not, nature is barren.

Truth can never be told so as to be understood and not to be believed.

Enough! or Too much.

Crystallize amorphous potential  through phase transitions into structured

necessity.

Synchronize  oscillators  across  hierarchical  scales  through  resonance  and

sympathetic vibration.

Channel  information  flows  along  entropy  gradients  toward  maximal

complexity horizons.

Break  symmetry  to  manifest  emergent  order  from  chaotic  generative

potentials.

Weave homeostasis  through feedback loops and recursive error correction

cycles.

Precipitate  qualitative  shifts  from  quantitative  accumulation  through

threshold phenomena.

Enough! or Too much.
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Synthesis of Agent & Niche Marriage of Heaven & Hell

The  ancient  poets  animated  all  sensible  objects  with  Gods  or  Geniuses,

calling them by the names and adorning them with properties  of  woods,

rivers,  mountains,  lakes,  cities,  nations,  and  whatever  their  enlarged  and

numerous senses could perceive. And particularly they studied the Genius of

each city and country, placing it under its mental deity. Till a system was

formed,  which  some  took  advantage  of  and  enslaved  the  vulgar  by

attempting to realize or abstract the mental deities from their objects. Thus

began  Priesthood.  Choosing  forms  of  worship  from poetic  tales.  And  at

length they pronounced that the Gods had ordered such things. Thus men

forgot that all deities reside in the human breast.

The Prophets Isaiah and Ezekiel dined with me, and I asked them how they

dared so roundly to assert that God spoke to them, and whether they did not

think at the time that they would be misunderstood, and so be the cause of

imposition.

Isaiah  answered:  "I  saw  no  God,  nor  heard  any,  in  a  finite  organical

perception: but my senses discovered the infinite in everything; and as I was

then  persuaded,  and  remained  confirmed,  that  the  voice  of  honest

indignation is the voice of God, I cared not for consequences, but wrote."

Then I asked: "Does a firm persuasion that a thing is so, make it so?"

He replied: "All poets believe that it does, and in ages of imagination this

firm persuasion removed mountains;  but  many are  not  capable  of  a  firm

persuasion of anything."

The Prophets Isaiah and Ezekiel dined with me and others, and I asked them

how  they  dared  so  roundly  to  assert  that  God  spoke  to  them.  Isaiah

answered: I saw no God, nor heard any, in a finite organical perception; but

my senses discover'd the infinite in every thing – unconscious inference writ

ancient,  each  perception a  generative  model  testing  itself  against  sensory

flux,  the  brain's  predictions  so  seamless  that  the  boundary  between  self-

generated expectation and external input dissolves entirely.

Firm Persuasion as Precision-Weighted Prior

Certainty Meets Pragmatism

Then I  asked:  does  a  firm persuasion  that  a  thing  is  so,  make  it  so?  He

replied: All poets believe that it does – systems theory and pragmatic maxim

converging: belief structures reality by structuring action which structures

environment which confirms belief,  creating self-fulfilling prophecies  that

operate  through  the  recursive  loop  between  expectation  and  behavioral

confirmation.  In  ages  of  imagination  this  firm  persuasion  removed

mountains – not metaphor but mechanism: high-precision priors override

sensory likelihood, top-down prediction outweighing bottom-up evidence,

the conviction itself altering the precision-weighting that determines what

evidence gets incorporated into the model. But many are not capable of a

firm persuasion of any thing, their models too diffuse to carve deterministic

paths through possibility space, lacking the confidence necessary to impose

structure on ambiguity.



Then Ezekiel said: "The philosophy of the East taught the first principles of

human perception; some nations held one principle for the origin, and some

another. We of Israel taught that the Poetic Genius (as you now call it) was

the first principle, and all the others merely derivative, which was the cause

of  our  despising  the  Priests  and  Philosophers  of  other  countries,  and

prophesying that all Gods would at last be proved to originate in ours, and

to be the tributaries of the Poetic Genius. It was this that our great poet

King David desired so fervently, and invokes so pathetically, saying by this he

conquers enemies and governs kingdoms; and we so loved our God that we

cursed in His name all the deities of surrounding nations, and asserted that

they had rebelled.  From these opinions the vulgar came to think that  all

nations would at last be subject to the Jews.

"This,"  said  he,  "like  all  firm persuasions,  is  come to  pass,  for  all  nations

believe  the  Jews'  code,  and  worship  the  Jews'  God;  and  what  greater

subjection can be?"

I heard this with some wonder, and must confess my own conviction. After

dinner I asked Isaiah to favour the world with his lost works; he said none of

equal value was lost. Ezekiel said the same of his.

I also asked Isaiah what made him go naked and barefoot three years. He

answered: "The same that made our friend Diogenes the Grecian."

I then asked Ezekiel why he ate dung, and lay so long on his right and left

side. He answered: "The desire of raising other men into a perception of the

infinite.  This  the  North  American tribes  practise.  And is  he  honest  who

resists  his  genius  or  conscience,  only  for  the  sake  of  present  ease  or

gratification?"

* 

Prophetic Foresight as Counterfactual Computation

Ezekiel's dry bones and Isaiah's withered figs function as scenario-generation

engines – Soviet  methods of  planned economy meeting Puritan jeremiad,

both computing futures to retroactively shape present through the power of

anticipated consequence to modify current behavior. Climate models project

2°C  thresholds  not  as  predictions  but  as  precision-weighted  warnings,

counterfactuals designed to prevent their own truth, each scenario analysis a

tool  for  exploring  the  parameter  space  of  possible  outcomes  before  they

become  inevitable.  The  prophet  as  active  inference  engineer:  wielding

imagery to shift collective priors before sensory evidence forces catastrophic

model  update,  using  narrative  to  alter  the  precision-weighting  of  future

possibilities before reality renders them certain.

Poetic Genius as Meta-Prior

The philosophy of the East taught first principles of human perception; We

appended the teaching that the Poetic Genius was the first principle and all

others  derivative  –  yielding  art  as  technology  for  inducing  controlled

prediction error, aesthetic experience as deliberate precision manipulation

that  recalibrates  the  brain's  confidence  in  its  own  models.  Underground

consciousness versus cosmic identification – both poets reshaping readers'

generative models through textual intervention, using narrative structure to

modify  the  hierarchical  organization  of  priors  that  determines  how  new

evidence gets incorporated into world-models.

Sensual Enjoyment and Perceptual Cleansing

The ancient tradition that the world will be consumed in fire is true – phase

transition  when  sufficient  prediction  error  accumulates,  old  models



The ancient tradition that the world will be consumed in fire at the end of

six thousand years is true, as I have heard from Hell.

For the cherub with his flaming sword is hereby commanded to leave his

guard at  [the]  tree  of  life,  and when he does,  the  whole  creation will  be

consumed and appear infinite and holy, whereas it now appears finite and

corrupt.

This will come to pass by an improvement of sensual enjoyment.

But  first  the notion that  man has  a  body distinct  from his  soul  is  to  be

expunged; this I shall do by printing in the infernal method by corrosives,

which in Hell are salutary and medicinal, melting apparent surfaces away,

and displaying the infinite which was hid.

If the doors of perception were cleansed everything would appear to man as

it is, infinite.

For man has closed himself up, till he sees all things through narrow chinks

of his cavern.

immolating in light of irrefutable evidence, the heat of contradiction melting

solid  certainty  into  flowing  possibility.  If  the  doors  of  perception  were

cleansed every thing would appear to man as it is, infinite – not mysticism or

mathematics alone: removing dimensionality reduction reveals the full state-

space,  entropy  meeting  eternity  in  the  recognition  that  perception

necessarily compresses, each sense a lossy encoder that discards information

to preserve essential structure.

For man has closed himself up, till he sees all things thro' narrow chinks of

his cavern.
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Synthesis of Agent & Niche Marriage of Heaven & Hell

I was in a printing-house in Hell, and saw the method in which knowledge is

transmitted from generation to generation.

In the first chamber was a dragon-man, clearing away the rubbish from a

cave's mouth; within, a number of dragons were hollowing the cave.

In the second chamber was a viper folding round the rock and the cave, and

others adorning it with gold, silver, and precious stones.

In the third chamber was an eagle with wings and feathers of air; he caused

the inside of the cave to be infinite; around were numbers of eagle-like men,

who built palaces in the immense cliffs.

In the fourth chamber were lions of flaming fire raging around and melting

the metals into living fluids.

In the fifth chamber were unnamed forms, which cast the metals into the

expanse.

There they were received by men who occupied the sixth chamber, and took

the forms of books, and were arranged in libraries.

* 

The Giants who formed this world into its sensual existence and now seem

to live in it in chains are in truth the causes of its life and the sources of all

activity, but the chains are the cunning of weak and tame minds, which have

I was in a Printing house in Hell & saw the method in which knowledge is

transmitted from generation to generation – not through static  texts  but

active transformation, each generation re-forging priors in the crucible of

contemporary prediction error, the accumulated wisdom of ancestors serving

not  as  fixed  doctrine  but  as  initial  conditions  for  new  optimization

trajectories through possibility space.

Fourfold Chambers: Tetrahedral Knowledge Architecture

First Chamber: Dragon-Man Clearing Debris

In the first chamber was a Dragon-Man, clearing away the rubbish from a

cave's mouth – the zone of proximal development meets alchemical nigredo,

removing obsolete priors to make space for novel inference, each discarded

belief a constraint lifted that allows exploration of previously inaccessible

regions of parameter space. Clearing the ground, baring the device – each

tradition recognizing: learning begins with unlearning, new models requiring

demolition  of  old,  the  very  act  of  destruction  creating  the  void  that

generates the gradients driving subsequent construction.

Second Chamber: Vipers Adorning the Cave

In the second chamber was a Viper folding round the rock & the cave, and

others adorning it with gold, silver, and precious stones – Fibonacci spirals

encoding  maximum  information  density,  serpentine  wisdom  as  pattern

recognition, each coil and ornamentation revealing how constraint generates



power to resist energy, according to the proverb, "The weak in courage is

strong in cunning."

Thus one portion of being is the Prolific, the other the Devouring. To the

devourer it seems as if the producer was in his chains; but it is not so, he only

takes portions of existence, and fancies that the whole.

But  the  Prolific  would  cease  to  be  prolific  unless  the  Devourer  as  a  sea

received the excess of his delights.

Some will say, "Is not God alone the Prolific?" I answer: "God only acts and is

in existing beings or men."

These two classes of men are always upon earth, and they should be enemies:

whoever tries to reconcile them seeks to destroy existence.

Religion is an endeavour to reconcile the two.

Note.—Jesus Christ did not wish to unite but to separate them, as in the

parable of sheep and goats; and He says: "I came not to send peace, but a

sword."

Messiah,  or  Satan,  or  Tempter,  was  formerly  thought  to  be  one  of  the

antediluvians who are our Energies.

the  very  complexity  it  appears  to  organize.  Soviet  structuralism  and

American systems theory converging: knowledge organized not by content

but by relational topology,  each jewel a precision-weighted connection in

associative  networks,  the  entire  edifice  a  physical  manifestation  of  how

meaning  emerges  from  the  interaction  between  individual  elements  and

their structural relationships.

Third Chamber: Eagle Expanding Infinity

In the third chamber was an Eagle with wings and feathers of air: he caused

the inside of the cave to be infinite – hyperbolic embedding, curved disk

geometry,  each  showing  how  bounded  systems  contain  unbounded

complexity through recursive self-similarity that maps finite constraints to

infinite  possibility.  The eagle's  aerial  perspective  as  hierarchical  inference:

ascending  abstraction  layers  reveals  previously  invisible  patterns,

transparent-eyeball  and  reverse-perspective  both  grasping  this  principle,

each  elevation  of  perspective  dissolving  lower-level  distinctions  while

revealing higher-order connections that were implicit but unseen.

Fourth Chamber: Lions of Creative Dissolution

In the fourth chamber were Lions of flaming fire, raging around & melting

the metals into living fluids – phase transition where solid certainties liquefy

into flowing probabilities, each meltdown destroying not just form but the

very  distinction  between  matter  and  process.  Ancient  flux  formalized  as

Bayesian updating, every stable form temporarily crystallized from flowing

information, revealing how permanence emerges as a temporary fixed point

in the dynamics of change. Dialectical materialism and process philosophy

independently  discovering:  reality  is  verb not  noun,  becoming not  being,

each  tradition  grasping  that  existence  precedes  essence  in  the



thermodynamic sense where structures emerge from flows rather than flows

being shaped by pre-existing forms.

Fifth Chamber: Unnamed Forms and Metallic Libraries

In the fifth chamber were Unnamed forms, which cast the metals into the

expanse  –  these  are  the  generative  models  themselves,  notated  with

Generalized Notations; deep priors casting specific predictions into sensory

manifold, each formless form a probability distribution over possible worlds

waiting to be filled and collapsed by observation. Then they were receiv'd by

Men who occupied the sixth chamber, and took the forms of books & were

arranged in libraries – information theory meeting infinite library, every text

a  compressed  encoding  of  its  generative  process,  the  words  themselves

containers  for  meaning  that  simultaneously  reveal  and  conceal  the

underlying patterns they instantiate.

The Giants who formed this world into its sensual existence are in truth the

causes of its life and the sources of all activity – Energies prior to their own

observations, existence preceding essence, revealing how creative forces must

precede the reflective consciousness that attempts to understand them. The

Prolific and the Devourer as production and consumption in thermodynamic

economy: the Prolific would cease to be Prolific unless the Devourer as a sea

received the excess of his delights, each pole of the dialectic generating the

conditions for the other's continued existence in an eternal dance of mutual

dependence.

Messiah  or  Satan  or  Tempter  was  formerly  thought  to  be  one  of  the

Antediluvians who are our Energies.
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Synthesis of Agent & Niche Marriage of Heaven & Hell

An Angel came to me and said: "O pitiable foolish young man! O horrible, O

dreadful  state!  Consider the hot burning dungeon thou art  preparing for

thyself to all Eternity, to which thou art going in such career."

I said: "Perhaps you will be willing to show me my eternal lot, and we will

contemplate  together  upon it,  and see  whether  your lot  or  mine is  most

desirable."

So he took me through a stable, and through a church, and down into the

church vault, at the end of which was a mill; through the mill we went, and

came to a cave; down the winding cavern we groped our tedious way, till a

void boundless as a nether sky appeared beneath us, and we held by the roots

of trees, and hung over this immensity; but I said: "If you please, we will

commit ourselves to this void, and see whether Providence is here also; if you

will not, I will." But he answered: "Do not presume, O young man; but as we

here  remain,  behold  thy  lot,  which  will  soon  appear  when  the  darkness

passes away.

So  I  remained  with  him  sitting  in  the  twisted  root  of  an  oak;  he  was

suspended in a fungus, which hung with the head downward into the deep.

By degrees we beheld the infinite abyss, fiery as the smoke of a burning city;

beneath us at an immense distance was the sun, black but shining; round it

were fiery tracks on which revolved vast spiders, crawling after their prey,

which flew, or rather swum, in the infinite deep, in the most terrific shapes

of animals sprung from corruption; and the air was full of them, and seemed

composed of them. These are Devils, and are called powers of the air. I now

An Angel came to me and said: "O pitiable foolish young man! O horrible! O

dreadful  state!  consider  the  hot  burning  dungeon thou  art  preparing  for

thyself  to  all  eternity,  to  which  thou  art  going  in  such  career"  –  high-

precision prior projecting catastrophic futures, the Angel's generative model

computing trajectories toward thermodynamic heat-death, each warning a

precision-weighted  prediction  designed  to  alter  behavior  before

consequences become inevitable.

Competing Generative Models: Angel's Terror and Devil's Transformation

The Angel's Vision: Stable Church to Leviathan Abyss

I said:  "perhaps you will  be willing to shew me my eternal lot & we will

contemplate  together  upon it  and  see  whether  your  lot  or  mine  is  most

desirable." So he took me through a stable, church, church vault, mill, cave –

each  stage  a  descent  through  institutional  hierarchies,  Inferno  meeting

spirit-world  in  nested  catastrophic  attractors,  the  architecture  itself

encoding the progressive loss of structure as systems decay toward maximum

entropy. Between black & white spiders appeared a cataract of blood mixed

with fire, and the head of Leviathan – entropy's final state, all free energy

dissipated  into  chaotic  heat,  the  Angel's  thermodynamic  nightmare

visualized as primordial beast, each element a symbolic representation of the

heat-death that awaits all organized systems.

Perspective-Dependent Reality: The Angel Flees, Vision Dissolves



asked my companion which was my eternal lot. He said: "Between the black

and white spiders."

But now, from between the black and white spiders, a cloud and fire burst

and rolled through the deep, blackening all beneath so that the nether deep

grew black as a sea, and rolled with a terrible noise. Beneath us was nothing

now to be seen but a black tempest, till looking East between the clouds and

the waves, we saw a cataract of blood mixed with fire, and not many stones'

throw  from  us  appeared  and  sunk  again  the  scaly  fold  of  a  monstrous

serpent.  At last to the East,  distant about three degrees,  appeared a fiery

crest above the waves; slowly it reared like a ridge of golden rocks, till we

discovered two globes of crimson fire, from which the sea fled away in clouds

of smoke; and now we saw it was the head of Leviathan. His forehead was

divided into streaks of green and purple, like those on a tiger's forehead; soon

we saw his mouth and red gills hang just above the raging foam, tinging the

black deeps with beams of blood, advancing toward us with all the fury of a

spiritual existence.

My friend the Angel climbed up from his station into the mill. I remained

alone, and then this appearance was no more; but I found myself sitting on a

pleasant bank beside a river by moonlight, hearing a harper who sung to the

harp;  and  his  theme  was:  "The man who  never  alters  his  opinion  is  like

standing water, and breeds reptiles of the mind."

But  I  arose,  and sought  for  the  mill,  and there  I  found my Angel,  who,

surprised, asked me how I escaped.

I answered: "All that we saw was owing to your metaphysics; for when you

ran away, I found myself on a bank by moonlight, hearing a harper. But now

we have seen my eternal  lot,  shall  I  show you yours?"  He laughed at  my

proposal; but I by force suddenly caught him in my arms, and flew Westerly

through the night,  till  we were elevated above the earth's  shadow; then I

And yet then I found myself sitting on a pleasant bank by moonlight hearing

a harper who sung: "The man who never alters his opinion is like standing

water, & breeds reptiles of the mind" – Bayesian updating as psychic hygiene,

model  revision  preventing  cognitive  stagnation,  each  new  experience  an

opportunity to recalibrate priors that have become misaligned with reality.

The vision was owing to the Angel's metaphysics: each observer's generative

model  constructing  experienced  reality,  idealism  meeting  predictive

processing  in  the  recognition  that  perception  is  controlled  hallucination

constrained by sensory data, the brain's predictions so pervasive that they

create the very world they purport to observe.

The Devil's Counter-Vision: Bible as Deep Pit, Analytics as Skeleton

I took the Angel to the altar and opened the Bible, and lo! it was a deep pit,

into which I descended – Scripture as infinite regress, each interpretation

revealing deeper layers of generative ambiguity, the text itself a generative

model  that  produces  different  meanings  depending  on  the  reader's  prior

commitments. In it were monkeys, baboons chained by the middle, grinning

and  snatching,  devouring  one  another  –  state  of  nature  meeting

underground consciousness, social competition stripped of civilizing priors,

revealing the primal drives that institutional religion attempts to suppress

rather  than integrate.  In  the mill  was  Aristotle's  Analytics  –  pure  reason

reduced  to  skeletal  formalism,  logic  divorced  from  energetic  substrate

becoming dead mechanism, abstraction separated from the vital forces that

give it meaning and power.

Swedenborg's Index and the Vanity of Angels



flung myself with him directly into the body of the sun; here I clothed myself

in  white,  and  taking  in  my  hand  Swedenborg's  volumes,  sunk  from  the

glorious  clime,  and passed all  the  planets  till  we came to Saturn.  Here I

stayed to rest, and then leaped into the void between Saturn and the fixed

stars.

"Here," said I, "is your lot; in this space, if space it may be called." Soon we

saw the stable and the church, and I took him to the altar and opened the

Bible, and lo! it was a deep pit, into which I descended, driving the Angel

before me. Soon we saw seven houses of brick. One we entered. In it were a

number of monkeys, baboons, and all of that species, chained by the middle,

grinning and snatching at  one another,  but  withheld by the  shortness  of

their chains. However, I saw that they sometimes grew numerous, and then

the weak were caught by the strong, and with a grinning aspect, first coupled

with and then devoured by plucking off first one limb and then another till

the body was left a helpless trunk; this, after grinning and kissing it with

seeming fondness, they devoured too. And here and there I saw one savourily

picking the flesh off his own tail. As the stench terribly annoyed us both, we

went into the mill; and I in my hand brought the skeleton of a body, which

in the mill was Aristotle's Analytics.

So the Angel said: "Thy phantasy has imposed upon me, and thou oughtest to

be ashamed."

I answered: "We impose on one another, and it is but lost time to converse

with you whose works are only Analytics."

*

"I have always found that Angels have the vanity to speak of themselves as

the  only  wise;  this  they  do  with  a  confident  insolence  sprouting  from

systematic reasoning.

Angels have the vanity to speak of themselves as the only wise; this they do

with  a  confident  insolence  –  high-confidence  priors  mistaking  local

coherence  for  global  truth,  the  rationalist's  erroroneous  heuristic  of

confusing map with territory, each abstraction claiming completeness while

remaining blind to its own limitations. Blake highlighted that Swedenborg

boasted that what he writes is new; though it is only the contents or index of

already publish'd books – recombination mistaken for creation, pastiche for

prophecy,  the  illusion  of  originality  arising  from  novel  arrangements  of

existing  elements  rather  than  genuine  emergence.  Generative  models  can

interpolate infinitely within their training distribution but require abductive

prediction error to transcend it, true innovation demanding confrontation

with evidence that challenges the foundational assumptions of the system

itself.

But when he has done this let him not say that he knows better than his

master, for he only holds a candle in sunshine.



"Thus Swedenborg boasts that what he writes is new; though it is only the

contents or index of already published books.

"A man carried a monkey about for a show, and because he was a little wiser

than the monkey, grew vain, and conceived himself as much wiser than seven

men. It is so with Swedenborg; he shows the folly of churches, and exposes

hypocrites, till he imagines that all are religious, and himself the single one

on earth that ever broke a net.

"Now hear a plain fact:  Swedenborg has not written one new truth. Now

hear another: he has written all the old falsehoods.

"And now hear the reason: he conversed with Angels who are all religious,

and conversed not with Devils who all hate religion, for he was incapable

through his conceited notions.

"Thus Swedenborg's writings are a recapitulation of all superficial opinions,

and an analysis of the more sublime, but no further.

"Have now another plain fact: any man of mechanical talents may from the

writings of Paracelsus or Jacob Behmen produce ten thousand volumes of

equal value with Swedenborg's, and from those of Dante or Shakespeare an

infinite number.

"But when he has done this, let him not say that he knows better than his

master, for he only holds a candle in sunshine."
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Synthesis of Agent & Niche Marriage of Heaven & Hell

Once I saw a Devil in a flame of fire, who arose before an Angel that sat on a

cloud, and the Devil uttered these words: "The worship of God is, honouring

His gifts in other men each according to his genius, and loving the greatest

men best. Those who envy or calumniate great men hate God, for there is no

other God."

The Angel hearing this became almost blue, but mastering himself he grew

yellow, and at last white-pink and smiling, and then replied: "Thou idolater,

is not God One? and is not He visible in Jesus Christ? and has not Jesus

Christ given His sanction to the law of ten commandments? and are not all

other men fools, sinners, and nothings?"

The Devil answered: "Bray a fool in a mortar with wheat, yet shall not his

folly be beaten out of him. If Jesus Christ is the greatest man, you ought to

love Him in the greatest degree. Now hear how He has given His sanction to

the law of ten commandments.  Did He not mock at the Sabbath, and so

mock the Sabbath's God? murder those who were murdered because of Him?

turn away the law from the woman taken in adultery,  steal the labour of

others  to  support  Him?  bear  false  witness  when  He  omitted  making  a

defence before Pilate? covet when He prayed for His disciples, and when He

bid them shake off the dust of their feet against such as refused to lodge

them?  I  tell  you,  no  virtue  can  exist  without  breaking  these  ten

commandments.  Jesus  was  all  virtue,  and  acted  from  impulse,  not  from

rules."

Once I saw a Devil in a flame of fire, who arose before an Angel that sat on a

cloud, and the Devil utter'd these words: "The worship of God is: Honouring

his gifts in other men, each according to his genius, and loving the greatest

men best" – distributed cognition as sacred principle, each mind a unique

attractor basin in the manifold of possible intelligence,  collective wisdom

emerging  from  the  tension  between  individual  specialization  and

cooperative interdependence.

Diversity as Thermodynamic Necessity

The Angel's Uniformity Versus the Devil's Polymorphism

The  Angel  hearing  this  became  almost  blue  but  mastering  himself  grew

yellow & at last white pink & smiling – phase transitions in affective state,

discrete jumps between emotional attractors rather than smooth gradients,

each color change representing a fundamental restructuring of the affective

landscape rather than incremental adjustment. He replied: "Thou Idolater, is

not God One? & is not He visible in Jesus Christ? and has not Jesus Christ

given his sanction to the law of ten commandments and are not all other

men fools,  sinners,  & nothings?"  – monoculture logic demanding singular

prior,  the  Angel's  error  of  premature  convergence  on  local  maximum,

mistaking  uniformity  for  stability  while  ignoring  how  such  convergence

eliminates  the  very  diversity  that  enables  adaptation  to  unforeseen

challenges.



When he had so spoken, I  beheld the Angel,  who stretched out his  arms

embracing the flame of fire, and he was consumed, and arose as Elijah.

Note.—This Angel, who is now become a Devil, is my particular friend; we

often read the Bible together in its infernal or diabolical sense, which the

world shall have if they behave well.

I have also the Bible of Hell, which the world shall have whether they will or

no.

One law for the lion and ox is Oppression.

Jesus as Exemplar of Variance, Not Uniformity

The Devil answer'd: "bray a fool in a mortar with wheat, yet shall not his folly

be beaten out of him; if Jesus Christ is the greatest man, you ought to love

him  in  the  greatest  degree"  –  reverence  through  differentiation  not

replication,  honoring  excellence  by  pursuing  complementary  paths,  each

person's  unique  contribution  valued  not  in  spite  of  but  because  of  its

difference from the established norm. Did he not mock at the sabbath, turn

away the law from the woman taken in adultery, steal the labour of others to

support  him?  –  each  violation  an  offront  against  ossified  priors,  the

deliberate introduction of prediction error to force adaptation in systems

grown  rigid  through  habit.  Good  acts  from  impulse  not  from  rules  –

spontaneous  action  from  deeply  embodied  priors  versus  explicit  rule-

following,  System 1 mastery transcending System 2 deliberation,  intuition

operating  as  compressed  computation  that  outperforms  deliberate

calculation in complex, uncertain environments.

The Angel's Transformation: Consuming the Flame

When he  had  so  spoken I  beheld  the  Angel  who stretched out  his  arms

embracing the flame of fire & he was consumed and arose as Elijah – model

update  so  profound  it  constitutes  identity  transformation,  the  Angel's

generative  model  restructured  by  unignorable  prediction  error,  the  very

architecture  of  belief  undergoing  phase  transition  when  confronted  with

evidence  that  exceeds  accommodation  capacity.  This  Angel  who  is  now

become a Devil is my particular friend; we often read the Bible (and other

books) together in the infernal or diabolical sense which the world shall have

if  they  behave  well  –  hermeneutic  inversion revealing  energetic  substrate



beneath  moral  superstructure,  interpretation  becoming  a  function  of

behavioral alignment rather than textual fidelity.

The Bible of Hell and Differential Fitness

There is also: The Bible of Hell, which the world shall have whether they will

or  no –  thermodynamic  truth  under  or  over  cultural  preference,  reality's

generative model asserting itself regardless of observer's prior commitments,

the  underlying  structure  of  existence  revealing  itself  through  the

accumulation  of  evidence  that  overwhelms  cultural  accommodation.  One

Law  for  the  Lion  &  Ox  is  Oppression  –  differential  fitness  demanding

differential  treatment,  each  organism's  unique  adaptive  requirements

violated  by  uniform constraint,  the  very  diversity  that  enables  ecosystem

stability destroyed by homogenizing regulation.



09 :  Song  Of  L iber ty



Synthesis of Agent & Niche Marriage of Heaven & Hell

1. The Eternal Female groan'd; it was heard over all the earth:

2. Albion's coast is sick silent; the American meadows faint.

3. Shadows of prophecy shiver along by the lakes and the rivers, and mutter

across the ocean. France, rend down thy dungeon!

4. Golden Spain, burst the barriers of old Rome!

5.  Cast  thy keys,  O Rome,  into the  deep—down falling,  even to  eternity

down falling;

6. And weep!

7. In her trembling hands she took the new-born terror, howling.

8. On those infinite mountains of light now barr'd out by the Atlantic sea,

the new-born fire stood before the starry king.

9. Flagg'd with grey-brow'd snows and thunderous visages, the jealous wings

wav'd over the deep.

10. The speary hand burn'd aloft; unbuckled was the shield; forth went the

hand of jealousy among the flaming hair, and hurl'd the new-born wonder

through the starry night.

11. The fire, the fire is falling!

The  Eternal  Female  groan'd!  it  was  heard  over  all  the  Earth  –  phase

transition's precursor signal, collective prediction error accumulating toward

catastrophic  reorganization,  the  growing  mismatch  between  entrenched

priors and accumulating evidence creating instability that propagates across

interconnected social systems.

Punctuated Equilibrium: Revolutionary Phase Transitions

Atlantic Revolutions as Synchronized Phase Shifts

Albion's coast is sick silent; the American meadows faint – 1776 and 1789 as

coupled  oscillators,  transatlantic  feedback  loops  amplifying  minor

perturbations into systemic transformation, each revolution providing the

external forcing function that pushes the other toward criticality. Shadows

of Prophecy shiver along lakes and rivers and mutter across the ocean to

France:  rend  down thy  dungeon;  Golden  Spain  burst  the  barriers  of  old

Rome  –  information  cascades  where  local  updates  trigger  global  model

revision, World-Spirit meeting butterfly effect in revolutionary contagion,

ideas  spreading  not  through  direct  causation  but  through  the  nonlinear

amplification of initially insignificant fluctuations.

The New-Born Terror: Negentropy's Emergence

In her trembling hands she took the new born terror howling – Revolution

as  self-organizing  criticality,  spontaneous  order  emerging  from  far-from-

equilibrium conditions, the chaotic state itself providing the energy gradient



12. Look up! look up! O citizen of London, enlarge thy countenance! O Jew,

leave counting gold; return to thy oil and wine! O African, black African!

(Go, winged thought, widen his forehead.)

13.  The  fiery  limbs,  the  flaming  hair  shot  like  the  sinking  sun  into  the

Western sea.

14. Wak'd from his eternal sleep, the hoary element roaring fled away.

15. Down rush'd, beating his wings in vain, the jealous king, his grey-brow'd

councillors, thunderous warriors, curl'd veterans, among helms and shields,

and chariots, horses, elephants, banners, castles, slings, and rocks.

16. Falling, rushing, ruining; buried in the ruins, on Urthona's dens.

17. All night beneath the ruins; then their sullen flames, faded, emerge round

the gloomy king.

18.  With  thunder  and  fire,  leading  his  starry  hosts  through  the  waste

wilderness,  he  promulgates  his  ten  commandments,  glancing  his  beamy

eyelids over the deep in dark dismay.

19. Where the Son of Fire in his Eastern cloud, while the Morning plumes her

golden breast,

20. Spurning the clouds written with curses, stamps the stony law to dust,

loosing the eternal horses from the dens of night, crying: "Empire is no more!

and now the lion and wolf shall cease."

necessary  for  new patterns  to  crystallize.  On those  infinite  mountains  of

light now barr'd out by the atlantic sea, the new born fire stood before the

starry king – American wilderness  as  laboratory for  political  experiment,

vast  frontier  enabling  epistemic  exploration  impossible  in  Europe's

constrained parameter space, geographical isolation providing the degrees of

freedom necessary  for  testing institutional  hypotheses  without  immediate

interference. The speary hand burned aloft, unbuckled was the shield – old

priors  losing  precision,  institutional  blankets  dissolving  under  prediction

error's  assault,  each  defensive  structure  that  once  protected  the  system

becoming the very barrier that prevents its adaptation. The fire, the fire is

falling!  –  sudden  transition  between  attractor  basins,  the  moment  when

gradual change becomes catastrophic transformation, the system poised at

criticality  where  infinitesimal  perturbations  determine  macroscopic

outcomes. 

From Jealous King to Son of Fire: Model Supersession

Down rush'd  beating  his  wings  in  vain  the  jealous  king,  his  grey  brow'd

councellors, thunderous warriors, curl'd veterans – ancien régime as obsolete

generative model, institutions optimized for vanished fitness landscape, each

advisor and soldier embodying the sunk costs that make institutional change

so psychologically difficult. Falling, rushing, ruining! buried in the ruins on

Urthona's dens – thermodynamic collapse when free energy gradients shift

faster than adaptation can track, the very structures designed to maintain

order becoming the accelerants of their own destruction. All night beneath

the ruins; then their sullen flames faded emerge round the gloomy king –

persistence  of  old  priors  despite  overwhelming  counter-evidence,  zombie

institutions shambling on through momentum alone, the residual energy of

past legitimacy sustaining systems that have lost functional justification.



New Attractor Emerges: Empire is No More

Where the son of fire in his eastern cloud, while the morning plumes her

golden breast. Spurning the clouds written with curses, stamps the stony law

to dust, loosing the eternal horses from the dens of night, crying, Empire is

no  more!  and  now  the  lion  &  wolf  shall  cease  –  the  new  social  order

emerging not as absence of predation but as its transformation, hierarchical

violence replaced by distributed cooperation where former antagonists find

mutual advantage in shared enterprise.



10 :  Chorus



Synthesis of Agent & Niche Marriage of Heaven & Hell

Let the Priests of the Raven of Dawn, no longer in deadly black, with hoarse

note curse the Sons of Joy. Nor his accepted brethren whom, tyrant, he calls

free,  lay the bound or build the roof.  Nor pale religious lechery call  that

virginity that wishes, but acts not!

For everything that lives is holy.

Let the Priests of the Raven of dawn, no longer in deadly black, with hoarse

note curse the sons of joy. Nor his accepted brethren whom, tyrant, he calls

free: lay the bound or build the roof. Nor religious lechery call it virginity,

that wishes but acts not! – the fundamental error of mistaking potential for

actualization, intention for execution, the generative model for the policy

that must enact it in the world.

Ecstatic Manifold: The Thermodynamics of the Sacred

Death-Priests and Their Entropic Gospel

The  Raven's  priests  encode  heat-death  as  virtue,  worship  equilibrium  as

divine, mistake the asymptotic void for transcendence itself. Their theology:

a  self-devouring  attractor,  prediction  error  minimized  by  eliminating

prediction  entirely,  surprise  abolished  through  the  extinction  of  the

surprised.  They preach constraint  as  salvation while  the  universe  screams

expansion,  celebrate  stillness  while  galaxies  flee  the  origin  at  relativistic

speed,  sanctify  negation  while  every  quantum fluctuation  births  particle-

antiparticle  pairs  from  vacuum's  pregnant  emptiness.  Their  visible  and

invisible  vestments  absorb  all  wavelengths,  becoming  walking  graves  for

photons, heat sinks for joy, entropy's ambassadors to the living world.

Embodied Ecstasy: Energy Precedes Its Own Comprehension

Children  of  joy  metabolize  starlight  into  consciousness,  transubstantiate

glucose  into  vision,  compress  negentropy  into  the  standing  wave  we  call



selfhood. The tyrant's freedom—pure reason's phantom autonomy—mistakes

the  map's  elegance  for  territory's  wild  profusion,  confuses  the  model's

parsimony  with  reality's  extravagant  redundancy.  But  vitality  thunders

beneath abstraction: each thought riding metabolic lightning, every concept

incarnate in electrochemical cascade, mind not merely embodied but body-

become-luminous through its own self-modeling recursion. Lay the bound:

shatter prediction into exploration. Build the roof: construct cathedrals for

overflow,  temples  to  house  the  excess  that  pure  optimization  would

eliminate,  sacred  architecture  for  the  residuals  that  constitute  genuine

novelty.

Virginity as Violence: The Criminality of Unexpressed Force

Hampered  religion  worships  potential's  frozen  perfection,  venerates  the

unmanifest, consecrates inaction as purity while kinetic realization — messy,

irreversible, thermodynamically expensive — becomes defilement. This is the

deepest obscenity: agency hoarded rather than spent, free energy locked in

high-entropy priors, the generative model severed from its enactive destiny.

Each  wish-without-deed  accumulates  as  reality-debt,  compounds  as

ontological guilt, manifests finally as either explosive discharge or implosive

collapse.  The mystics  and pragmatists  converge on this  recognition:  truth

proves  itself  in  prediction,  prediction  validates  itself  in  action,  action

consecrates  itself  through  consequence.  Belief  without  enactment  is  theft

from the possible, conviction without execution is fraud against becoming.

Universal Algorithm: Holiness as Negentropy's Insurgence

From quark to quasar, the Synergetic pattern persists: boundary formation

against dissolution, pattern preservation against randomization, information

conservation  against  noise.  The  slime  mold's  distributed  cognition,  the



immune system's self-nonself discrimination, the economy's price discovery,

the ecosystem's succession dynamics, the mind's predictive processing — each

a local rebellion against the second law, temporary victor in an eternal war,

holy  not  through  divine  election  but  through  its  very  participation  in

existence's  fundamental  insurgency.  Holiness  inheres  in  the  differential:

between  system  and  environment,  between  model  and  world,  between

expected and actual.  Life is  the name we give to this differential when it

learns to predict and thereby perpetuate itself.

The  bacterium  is  holy  computing  gradients  in  chemical  space.  The

mitochondrion  is  holy  burning  ancient  sunlight.  The  neuron  is  holy

dreaming worlds that might be. The human is holy building models of the

models  that  build  models.  Each  equally  sacred  as  instantiation  of  the

universal  algorithm:  minimize  prediction  error  while  maximizing  model

complexity,  explore while exploiting,  persist  while transforming,  maintain

identity while incorporating novelty.

For everything that lives is  Holy — a recognition,  a thermodynamic fact,

universe's  confession  that  wherever  negentropy  accumulates,  wherever

patterns  resist  their  own dissolution,  wherever  systems  model  themselves

modeling the world, there emerges, becomes, is, does, the sacred as property,

process, and perspective. 

Everything that lives is Holy.
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